
Codebook - „German Academia since October 7, 2023“ 

Code Question Response options Variable

Q101

Which of the following academic disciplines do you associate 

with?  

[Multiple choice]

Political and social sciences q101_1

Area Studies q101_5

Cultural Studies q101_6

Jewish and Antisemitism Studies q101_7

Racism Studies q101_9

Arabic and Islamic Studies q101_10

No answer q101_11

Other q101_13

Q102
In which of the following fields are you currently active? 

[Multiple choice]

Research q102_1

Teaching q102_2

Policy advising q102_3

No answer q102_4

Other q102_5

Code 

 von 1 26



Q103

In which of the following sectors would you primarily situate 

yourself? 

[Multiple choice]

University research q103_1

University research q103_2

University research q103_3

Think Tank q103_4

Other q103_5

No answer q103_6

Q104

How do you assess your level of knowledge on the following 

topics? 

1: Sehr gering 

2: Gering 

3: Mittel 

4: Hoch  

5: Sehr Hoch

Israeli-Palestinian conflict q104_1

Antisemitism q104_2

Racism q104_3

Islamophobia q104_4

Social movements and protest q104_5

Politics and/or Societies in West Asia and North Africa q104_6

Violent conflicts in general q104_7

The course of the Gaza war q104_8

Attack on 7 October 2023 q104_9

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q105
What informs your connection to Israel/Palestine? 

[Multiple choice]

Political interest q105_1

Professional interest q105_2

Friends and family in Israel q105_3

Friends and family in Palestine q105_4

Germany‘s historical responsibility q105_7

No specific connection q105_8

No answer q105_9

Other q105_10

Q106

How does your family history influence your stance on the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict? 

[Multiple choice]

Increases solidarity with Palestinians q106_1

Increases solidarity with Israelis q106_2

No influence q106_3

No answer q106_4

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q107

How do you view the following topics? 

1: Very Negative 

2: Somewhat Negative 

3: Neutral 

4: Somewhat Positive 

5: Very positive 

Academic boycott of Israel q107_1

Ceasefire in Gaza q107_2

Special protection of Jewish life in Germany q107_3

BDS campaign q107_4

German arms exports to Israel q107_5
German arms exports to other states in the West Asia and 

North Africa
q107_6

German intervention in the proceedings against Israel before 

the International Court of Justice
q107_7

International Criminal Court arrest  

warrants against Hamas leaders Yahya Sinwar, Ismail 

Haniyeh and Muhammad Deif

q107_8

International Criminal Court arrest  

warrants against Israeli officials Benjamin Netanyahu and 

Yoav Gallant

q107_9

Armed resistance to Israeli occupation q107_10

Non-violent resistance to Israeli occupation q107_11

Israel's right to self-defence q107_12

German universities' restrictive handling of student protests q107_13

IHRA definition of antisemitism q107_14
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Q108

In your opinion, what are the main reasons for participating in 

campus protests in solidarity with Palestine? 

[Multiple choice]

Mourning for Palestinian victims q108_1

Israeli warfare in Gaza q108_2

German support for Israeli warfare in Gaza q108_3

Israeli occupation and settlement policy q108_4

Criticism of Israel's right to exist q108_5

Antisemitic attitudes q108_6

Repression of Palestinian solidarity q108_7

Concerns about academic freedom q108_8

Protest against racism q108_9

Support for the two-state solution q108_10

Sympathy for armed struggle against Israel q108_11

Sympathy for Hamas q108_12

Creating spaces for dialogue q108_13

No answer q108_14

Other q108_15

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q109

In your opinion, what are the main reasons for people to 

participate in protests in solidarity with Israel? 

[Multiple choice]

Mourning for Israeli victims q109_1

Concern for Israel's right to exist q109_2

Support for Israel's war in Gaza q109_3

Concerns about antisemitism in Germany q109_4

Concerns about antisemitism at German universities q109_5

Rejection of Hamas q109_6

Protest against the Israeli government q109_7

Islamophobic or racist attitudes q109_8

Support for the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and the 

Gaza strip
q109_9

Support for the Israeli government q109_10

Concerns about academic freedom q109_11

Creating spaces for dialogue q109_12

No answer q109_13

Other q109_14

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q110

How do you evaluate the aims of the protests that are taking 

place on campus? 

1: Very negative 

2: Somewhat negative  

3: Neutral 

4: Somewhat positive  

5: Very positive

Protests in solidarity with Israel q110_1

Protests in solidarity with Palestine q110_2

Other protests (e.g., education or climate protests) q110_3

Q111

Should student protests generally be allowed to take place on 

campus? 

1: No, absolutely not 

2: Rather no 

3: Depends on the case 

4: Rather yes 

5: Yes, absolutely

Protests in solidarity with Israel q111_1

Protests in solidarity with Palestine q111_2

Other protests (e.g., education or climate protests) q111_3

Question Response options VariableCode 

 von 7 26



Q201

Since October 7, 2023, and the start of the Gaza war, have you 

noticed any changes in debates about Israel/Palestine?  

1: Strong discursive closure 

2: Slight discursive closure 

3: No change 

4: Slight opening of discourses 

5: Strong opening of discourses

Academic debates q201_1

Media debates q201_2

Political debates q201_3

Private debates q201_4

Debates in teaching contexts q201_5

Q202

Compared to previous controversies, how do you assess the 

challenges arising for you from the current discourse on Israel/

Palestine? 

1: Much less challenging 

2: Slightly less challenging 

3: Equally challenging 

4: Slightly more challenging 

5: Much more challenging

Academic debates q202_1

Media debates q202_2

Political debates q202_3

Private debates q202_4

Debates in teaching contexts q202_5

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q203

How do you assess the attention given to the following topics 

in public debates? 

1: Too little attention 

2: Appropriate amount of attention 

3: Too much attention 

Hamas war crimes q203_1

Accusation of genocide against Israel q203_2

Israeli war crimes q203_3

Legitimization of October 7 as anticolonial resistance q203_4

Legitimization of the Gaza war as Israeli self-defense q203_5

Accusations against Germany of complicity in war crimes q203_6

Concerns of the protests in solidarity with Palestine q203_7

Concerns of the protests in solidarity with Israel q203_8

Police violence against protesters q203_9

Need for stronger protection of Jewish life q203_10

Hostility towards Israel as an element of antisemitism q203_11

Threat perception of Jewish students q203_12

Antisemitism at German universities q203_13

Potential conflict between German state reason (Staatsräson) 

and international law
q203_14

Israeli settlement and occupationpolicies q203_15

Increasing racism in society q203_16

Increasing antisemitism in society q203_17

Racism at German universities q203_18

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q204

How do you assess the attention given to the following topics 

in academic debates? 

1: Too little attention 

2: Appropriate amount of attention 

3: Too much attention

Hamas war crimes q204_1

Accusation of genocide against Israel q204_2

Israeli war crimes q204_3

Legitimization of October 7 as anticolonial resistance q204_4

Legitimization of the Gaza war as Israeli self-defense q204_5

Accusations against Germany of complicity in war crimes q204_6

Concerns of the protests in solidarity with Palestine q204_7

Concerns of the protests in solidarity with Israel q204_8

Police violence against protesters q204_9

Need for stronger protection of Jewish life q204_10

Hostility towards Israel as an element of antisemitism q204_11

Threat perception of Jewish students q204_12

Antisemitism at German universities q204_13

Potential conflict between German state reason (Staatsräson) 

and international law
q204_14

Israeli settlement and occupationpolicies q204_15

Increasing racism in society q204_16

Increasing antisemitism in society q204_17

Racism at German universities q204_18

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q205

How do you assess the quality of public discourse on the 

following topics? 

1: Very destructive 

2: Rather destructive 

3: Neutral 

4: Rather productive 

5: Very productive

Hamas war crimes q205_1

Accusation of genocide against Israel q205_2

Israeli war crimes q205_3

Legitimization of October 7 as anticolonial resistance q205_4

Legitimization of the Gaza war as Israeli self-defense q205_5

Accusations against Germany of complicity in war crimes q205_6

Concerns of the protests in solidarity with Palestine q205_7

Concerns of the protests in solidarity with Israel q205_8

Police violence against protesters q205_9

Need for stronger protection of Jewish life q205_10

Hostility towards Israel as an element of antisemitism q205_11

Threat perception of Jewish students q205_12

Antisemitism at German universities q205_13

Potential conflict between German state reason (Staatsräson) 

and international law
q205_14

Israeli settlement and occupationpolicies q205_15

Increasing racism in society q205_16

Increasing antisemitism in society q205_17

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q206

How do you assess the quality of academic discourse on the 

following topics? 

1: Very destructive 

2: Rather destructive 

3: Neutral 

4: Rather productive 

5: Very productive

Hamas war crimes Q206_1

Accusation of genocide against Israel Q206_2

Israeli war crimes Q206_3

Legitimization of October 7 as anticolonial resistance Q206_4

Legitimization of the Gaza war as Israeli self-defense Q206_5

Accusations against Germany of complicity in war crimes Q206_6

Concerns of the protests in solidarity with Palestine Q206_7

Concerns of the protests in solidarity with Israel Q206_8

Police violence against protesters Q206_9

Need for stronger protection of Jewish life q206_10

Hostility towards Israel as an element of antisemitism q206_11

Threat perception of Jewish students q206_12

Antisemitism at German universities q206_13

Potential conflict between German state reason (Staatsräson) 

and international law
q206_14

Israeli settlement and occupationpolicies q206_15

Increasing racism in society q206_16

Increasing antisemitism in society q206_17

Racism at German universities q206_18
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Q301

Since October 7, 2023, and the start of the Gaza war, have you 

experienced institutional pressure to speak about Israel/

Palestine?

1: Pressure at my institution has strongly increased to avoid 

the topic.

q301

2: Pressure at my institution has somewhat increased to 

avoid the topic.

3: No change.

4: Pressure at my institution has somewhat increased to 

speak about the topic.

5: Pressure at my institution has strongly increased to speak 

about the topic.

Q302
Do you feel the need to self-censor when addressing Israel/

Palestine?

1: Never. I see no reason to self-censor on this topic.

q302

2: Rarely. I generally feel free to express my opinion, as 

long as it is respectful and objective.

3: Uncertain. I am unsure whether I self-censor or not.

4: Sometimes. It depends on the specific topic, context, and 

audience.

5: Often. I feel unable to freely express my opinion.

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q303

Since October 7, 2023, and the start of the Gaza war, have you 

felt an increased need to self-censor? 

This question was only displayed if 2: “Rarely,” 3: “Unsure,” 

4: “Sometimes,” or 5: “Often” was selected for question 

q302.

1: Significantly weaker 

q303

2: Somewhat weaker

3: No change

4: Somewhat stronger

5: Significantly stronger

Q304

On which topic do you most strongly feel the need to self-

censor? 

[Multiple choice] 

This question was only displayed if 2: “Rarely,” 3: “Unsure,” 

4: “Sometimes,” or 5: “Often” was selected for question 

q302.

Israeli politics q304_1

Palestinian politics q304_2

US policy vis-à-vis Israel/Palestine q304_3

German policy vis-à-vis Israel/Palestine q304_4

Social mobilization in solidarity with Palestine q304_5

Social mobilization in solidarity with Israel q304_6

Approaches to antisemitism q304_7

Approaches to racism q304_8

Approaches to Islamophobia q304_9

No answer q304_10

Other q304_11

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q305

In which fields do you most strongly feel the need to self-

censor? 

[Multiple choice] 

This question was only displayed if 2: “Rarely,” 3: “Unsure,” 

4: “Sometimes,” or 5: “Often” was selected for question 

q302.

Academic publications q305_1

Teaching q305_2

Media contributions q305_3

Public events q305_4

Private settings q305_5

Among colleagues q305_6

No answer q305_7

Other q305_8

Legal concerns q306_1

Possible professional consequences (e.g. negative career 

impact)
q306_2

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q306

What are your reasons for restricting your statements about 

Israel/Palestine? 

[Multiple choice] 

This question was only displayed if 2: “Rarely,” 3: “Unsure,” 

4: “Sometimes,” or 5: “Often” was selected for question 

q302.

Possible reactions from colleagues or supervisors q306_3

Possible reactions from students q306_4

Concern about academic or professional reputation q306_5

Fear of loss of funding q306_6

Concern about hurting students or colleagues q306_7

Uncertainty about the correct presentation of complex 

issues
q306_8

Concern about misunderstandings or misinterpretations q306_9

Concern about public hostility q306_10

Concern for personal safety q306_11

No answer q306_12

Other q306_13

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q307

Have you been affected by the following phenomena since 7 

October 2023 due to your stance on Israel/Palestine? 

[Multiple choice]

Hate speech/threats online q307_1

Hate speech/threats via mail q307_2

Personal harassment or threats q307_3

Property damage or vandalism q307_4

Physical violence q307_5

Media defamation q307_6

Censorship of publications q307_7

Withdrawal of funding q307_8

Cancellation of events q307_9

Doxxing (targeted collection and publication of your 

personal data)
q307_10

Disciplinary measures q307_11

Loss of professional networks q307_12

Marginalisation within your institution q307_13

Accusation of antisemitism q307_14

Accusation of racism q307_15

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Official complaints q307_16

Protests against your person or work q307_17

None of the above q307_18

No answer q307_19

Q401

How do you evaluate the empathy shown to students and staff 

since October 7, 2023, and the start of the Gaza war? 

1: Very low 

2: Low 

3: Moderate 

4: Strong 

5: Very strong

Israeli students and staff q401_1

Jewish students and staff q401_2

Palestinian students and staff q401_3

Arab students and staff q401_4

Muslim students and staff q401_5

Other students and staff q401_6

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q402

In your perception, have threats towards students and staff 

changed since October 7, 2023, and the start of the Gaza war? 

1: Strongly decreased 

2: Decreased 

3: No change 

4: Increased 

5: Strongly increased

Israeli students and staff q402_1

Jewish students and staff q402_2

Palestinian students and staff q402_3

Arab students and staff q402_4

Muslim students and staff q402_5

Other students and staff q402_6

Q403
In your opinion, how has the threat to academic freedom 

changed in the context of 7 October 2023 and the Gaza war?

1: Strongly decreased 

q403

2: Decreased 

3: No change 

4: Increased 

5: Strongly increased 

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q404

To what extent do you agree with the following statements 

regarding the institutional responsibility of universities in the 

context of solidarity protests with Israel and Palestine? 

1: Completely disagree 

2: Rather disagree 

3: Neutral 

4: Mostly agree 

5: Strongly agree 

Universities should protect freedom of expression. q404_1

Universities should primarily ensure undisrupted teaching 

and research activities.
q404_2

Universities should tolerate disruptive protests. q404_3

Universities should cooperate with security authorities. q404_4

Universities should refrain from prosecuting their students. q404_5

Universities should not be susceptible to blackmail through 

protests.
q404_6

Universities should create spaces for dialogue about 

controversial debates.
q404_7

Universities should actively contribute to de-escalating 

societal conflicts.
q404_8

Universities should not take political positions. q404_9

Universities should protect their students and employees 

from threats and intimidation.
q404_10

Universities should not be a place for protests. q404_11

Universities should ensure political activities on  

campus do not discriminate against any group.
q404_12

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Universities should clearly identify violations of human 

rights and international law.
q404_13

Universities should publicly take a clear stance against 

antisemitism.
q404_14

Universities should publicly take a clear stance against 

racism.
q404_15

Disruption or cancellation of courses q405_1

Restrictions in research activities q405_2

Security issues on campus q405_3

Damage to image in the German public q405_4

Damage to image in the international public q405_5

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q405

What challenges has your university or institution faced due to 

solidarity protests with Israel and Palestine since October 7, 

2023? 

[Multiple choice]

Damage to image within the German academic community q405_6

Damage to image within the international academic 

community
q405_7

Increased internal conflicts among university members q405_8

Increased internal conflicts between students and lecturers q405_9

Media defamation q405_10

Financial or personnel burdens q405_11

External interference in institutional autonomy q405_12

Restrictions on academic freedom q405_13

Arrest of students q405_14

Legal prosecution of students q405_15

Cancellation of events q405_16

Personal threats against faculty q405_17

Personal threats against university leadership q405_18

No answer q405_19

Other q405_20

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q406

What measures have been implemented at your university or 

institution since October 7, 2023, and the start of the Gaza 

war? 

[Multiple choice]

Establishment of counseling and support services for 

students
q406_1

Establishment of counseling and support services for 

teaching staff
q406_2

Implementation of dialogue formats with staff q406_3

Implementation of dialogue formats with students q406_4

Implementation of new security measures (e.g., locking 

buildings, security personnel)
q406_5

Criminal prosecution of students due to protests on campus q406_6

Criminal prosecution of students due to hate speech on 

campus
q406_7

Police intervention against protesters q406_8

Self-organization of academic colleagues q406_9

No answer q406_10

Other q406_11

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q407

How do you evaluate the following measures? 

1: Very negative 

2: Rather negative 

3: Neutral 

4: Rather positive 

5: Very positive

Establishment of counseling and support services for 

students
q407_1

Establishment of counseling and support services for 

teaching staff
q407_2

Establishment of dialogue formats with staff q407_3

Establishment of dialogue formats with students q407_4

Implementation of new security measures (e.g., locking 

buildings, security personnel)
q407_5

Prosecution of students for protests on campus q407_6

Prosecution of students for hate speech on campus q407_7

Police intervention against protesters q407_8

Self-organization by academic peers q407_9

Q501 What is your age? Numerical number q501

Q502 What gender do you identify with?

1: Male

q5022: Female

3: Diverse

Question Response options VariableCode 
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Q503
Which of the following categories best describes your current 

professional position?

1: PhD candidate

q503

2: Postdoc

3: Assistant Professor

4: Professor (W2/W3)

5: Private lecturer

6: Researcher employed outside the university

7: Independent researcher

8: Other

Q504 How long have you been active in academia?

1: Less than 1 year

q504

2: 1-3 years

3: 4-7 years

4: 8-15 years

5: 15-25 years

6: More than 25 years 
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Q505 How are your professional activities primarily funded?

1: Public funds

q505
2: Private funds

3: Third-party funding

4: Self-funded 

Question Response options VariableCode 
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